An Evening of Catholic
Fellowship and Celebration

This October, practicing Catholics are invited to attend the 17th
Bishop’s Dinner.

“For the first time since the pandemic, the Bishop’s Dinner has
returned,” Dr. David Howie, Executive Director of the St. Peter’s
Seminary Foundation, explains. “The aim of the dinner is to bring
together Catholics and supporters from all over Windsor and Essex
County.”

The purpose of the dinner is to come together as brothers and
sisters of the faith in harmony for an evening of fellowship and
celebration, in support of Bishop Fabbro, and St. Peter’s Seminary
in London of which he is president.

Most significantly, the dinner will honour the establishment of
a new faculty teaching chair, the Toldo Chair for the Advancement
of Human Formation.

“As well, Bishop Fabbro will deliver a keynote message during
the dinner,” Dr. Howie states. “He typically provides a ‘state of the
union’ of our church and highlights emerging priorities.”

Funds for St. Peter’s Seminary—the Roman Catholic seminary
of the Diocese—help underwrite the Seminary’s operating expens-
es. A fully accredited member of the Association of Theological
Schools and affiliated with King’s University College, St. Peter’s
Seminary provides education, formation and residence facilities for
candidates to the priesthood, permanent diaconate and lay minis-
try.

As well, this year a share of the proceeds will be donated to the
Second Chance Ministry, which will use the funds to aid in their
charitable activities with the poor and vulnerable. Founded by
Deacon Michael Rovers, the Second Chance Ministry is an out-
reach ministry to those in our community who are in immediate
need of practical and spiritual assistance.

“We've likely raised over $1,500,000 since the dinner’s incep-
tion,” Dr. Howie explains.
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The 17th Bishop’s Dinner’s aim is to gather 350 guests and raise
over $100,000.

But Dr. Howie is not too concerned about meeting these targets.
After all, Windsor’s Catholic community has already demonstrated
their charity time and time again.

“We have a very committed Catholic community,” Dr. Howie
explains. “And Windsor in particular has strong Christian iden-
tity. We have deeply-entrenched French Catholic roots, followed
by waves of immigration throughout the 20th century. And now,
the region become home to many distinctive cultures, a number of
which have brought their Catholic faith traditions with them.”

The atmosphere at the Bishop’s Dinners is always one of joy and
common purpose—to celebrate a shared faith.

“Its like one big family dinner!” Dr. Howie states. “It’s almost
a civic holiday. It’s a celebration of our community’s relationship
with their bishop and their church. The atmosphere is casual, but
respectful. And the food is always outstanding!”

The star of the evening, Dr. Howie stresses, is always the Ciocaro
Club’s cooking staff.

“We may have a special announcement this year, too!” Dr. How-
ie exclaims.

Interested? Seats are still available! The event will take place on
October 26th at the Ciocaro Club. Doors open at 5, dinner is
served at 6!

For more information contact
Frances Barnard

519-646-7129

bishopsdinner@spseminary.ca
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